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THE BRITISH EMPIRE gained control of the kingdom of 
Mysore in 1783 under the leadership of Hector Munro and 
Sir Eyre Coote. The defeat of Tipu Sultan in the second 
Anglo-Mysore war allowed the East India Company to gain an 
upper hand in South India. Tipu Sultan was sent into exile, and 
Bangalore was made base of operations by the British. 
With setting up camp near Ulsoor Lake, the British expansion 
in South India was complete.

The British set up a cantonment in the region in 1789 around 
Ulsoor Lake and further expanded their territory over the 
next century, building a well-planned network of roads up till 
1889. They built a lush green belt around the cantonment 
separating the native village of Bangalore, the Petta, from the 
cantonment region. Their interest in horticulture in the area 
was heightened by the city’s suitable climate. They established 
and expanded existing gardens, built greenhouses and set up 
apple orchards throughout the city.

The cantonment was strictly guarded and controlled 
by the civil and military administrations. Under various 
notable British persons, the city became famous for its 
culture and diversity. Towards the end of the 19th century 
the divide between the Indian town and the British 
cantonment had diminished. 

The city flourished as a center for technological advancements 
and cultural variety. The British transformed the city into a 
well-connected industrial and military center, and with its 
wholesome climatic conditions the city grew to become a 
modern urban settlement that emphasized harmonious living 
and educational, intellectual and expressive pursuits. 
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MEADE’S PARK   
Meade’s Park is named after John Meade, the then acting 
Commissioner of Mysore. It was built in 1848 by Sir Richard 
Sankey. The park formed a clear green belt next to the 
cantonment. It now houses multiple government cultural 
buildings and was once famous for its bandstands. It was one 
of Sir Richard Sankey’s first contributions to the landscape of 
Bangalore.

ROTTEN ROW
The street that runs through Meade’s Park is a pedestrian 
road, which went parallel to the Manekshaw Parade Ground. 
It was the hub of the Bangalore cantonment. Before Meade’s 
Park was laid out, the area used to be a sewage canal which 
gave the street its name.

PEARS RIDE
Pears Ride is a pedestrian road in Meade’s Park, which ran 
perpendicular to Rotten Row on the other side of the Parade 
Ground. It used to be flanked by pear trees, which were later 
replaced by gulmohars. 

MISSION RD.
The road is named after the London Missionary Society. The 
Society was active in Bangalore from the 1820’s, and in 1841, 
a seminary was finally established which would go on to house 
the first United Theological College.
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BANGALORE TURF CLUB
The Bangalore Turf Club was set up in 1921. Bangalore had 
always been a city well suited for breeding horses, in particular 
racing horses from Persia. During World War II the Turf Club 
made efforts to raise funds, and in 1941, the first day of the 
seven-day season, was named War Fund Day.

CUBBON PARK      
Richard Sankey designed Cubbon Park near the Bangalore 
Turf Club in honor of Sir Mark Cubbon, the longest serving 
Commissioner of Mysore (1834-1861). Cubbon incidentally, 
never set his eyes on the park. He left India in April 1861, and 
died on his way back home at Suez on 23rd April 1861. 

CENOTAPH RD.
The Cenotaph was built in memory of the British soldiers who 
died in the siege of Bangalore in the second Anglo-Mysore 
War and soldiers who died in different wars with Tipu Sultan 
till 1784. This monument was about to be destroyed on 
October 28th 1964 by the Bangalore City Corporation but 
was saved through public demonstrations.
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MILLERS TANK
Millers Tank is a man made lake built in the 1800’s; it links 
Sankey Reservoir and Kempabuddhi Tank.

HIGH GROUNDS
High Grounds is so named for its elevated terrain. Earlier a 
man made tank existed there which acted as a reservoir where 
water from adjoining areas was collected. This drainage system 
eventually dried up and the area became a residence for the 
elite of Bangalore. Not being part of the cantonment limits 
the houses were spacious with orchard lawns. Surrounded 
by parks there were numerous bandstands where the armed 
forces band played every week.

PRIMROSE CIRCLE
The Circle was name for the Primrose bushes that were grown 
in the small park. The yellow color of the flowers also gave it 
the nickname, Round-the-Sun.

GAOL RD.
“The London Times Madras correspondent reports that the 
military fired on a crowd of 4000 Hindus in Bangalore, who 
were storming the gaol, to rescue the prisoners. One of the
crowd was killed and five wounded. The firing dispersed the 
crowd, but later the rioting was renewed. The military are 
picketing the riot area.” 28 November, 1921.
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SESHADARI IYER MEMORIAL HALL
An advocate who served as the Divan of Mysore from 1883 
to 1901. He is regarded by most as the “Maker Of Modern 
Bangalore”. He established the Kolar Gold Fields and the first 
hydel electric power project. Seshadari Iyer had to deal with a 
devastating plague, which afflicted Bangalore in 1898 and was 
responsible for the decongestion of streets and reconstructing 
the city in the aftermath of the plague.

ATTARA KACHERI / HIGH COURT
The two storied building made of stone and brick and painted 
red houses the High Court. Rao Bahadur Arcot Mudaliar 
supervised the construction of the building and the English 
Commissioner of Mysore drew up the plans.

VIDHAN SOUDHA
The seat of the state legislature of Karnataka the Vidhan 
Soudha is constructed in a Mysore neo-Dravidian style; it 
incorporates elements of Indo-Saracenic and traditional 
Dravidian styles. The construction was completed in 1956.
Inscribed in front is “Government’s Work Is God’s Work.”
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KEMPE GOWDA TOWERS
Kempe Gowda built seven towers that would be hailed as the 
outer boundaries of his settlement and mark the frontiers 
of his kingdom. The four towers recognized as Protected 
Heritage Monuments now stand scattered in the modern city, 
near Lal Bagh, Ulsoor Lake, Kempabuddhi Lake, and what is 
now Mekhri Circle.

OLD MILLERS BUILDING
The Old Millers Building which stands near the Kempabuddhi 
Tank was a functional 3-story flourmill with a large warehouse. 
It received grain from the nearby villages and the produce of 
the mill was subsequently sold in the Petta on Avenue Road. 
It was set up in 1894. It soon became redundant within 
the urban city and was abandoned. In the second half of the 
20th century it was bought by a private firm and transformed 
into full-scale bakery and new equipment was installed. The 
warehouses were refurbished and cafes and 
restaurants were set up.
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INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE
It is a public institution for scientific and technological 
research and higher education.

SANKEY TANK 
Col. Richard Hieram Sankey of the Madras Sappers 
regiment built the Sankey Reservoir in 1882 to meet the 
water demands of growing Bangalore city. It is also known as 
Gandhadhakotikere, as the government sandalwood depot was 
situated near the lake.

C.V. RAMAN RD.
C.V. Raman was a prominent Indian physicist. He was 
awarded the Nobel Prize in 1930 for the discovery, ‘that when 
light traverses a transparent material, some of the light that is 
deflected changes in wavelength’.
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PALACE GROUNDS
Palace Grounds houses the Bangalore Palace which was built 
by Rev. Garrett, the first principal of the Central College, 
then known as Central High School. Construction began in 
1862 and concluded in 1944. In 1884 the Maharaja of Mysore 
bought it. The palace is built in the Tudor style of architecture 
with towers, battlements and turrets. Interiors are decorated 
with woodcarvings, floral motifs and relief paintings. Now the 
grounds of the palace are used for public events, ranging from 
weddings to music concerts. 
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RUSSELL MARKET
Russell Market is located in the cantonment area of the city. 
It was started in 1927 and inaugurated in 1933. Named after 
the then municipal Commissioner, T.B. Russell, who initiated 
its construction after the existing market was deemed small 
for the growing population. It is one of the oldest structured 
markets in the city. Built in an Indo-Saracenic style using steel 
girders and brick lime mortar. 

BLACK PALLY
Black Pally is a market area situated near Russell Market. 
The name has multiple origin stories, one stating that the 
settlers found the land to be fertile for a certain kind of rice, 
which was then cultivated largely. Old church records state 
the village was called, Bili Akki, which means “white rice”. 
Another version says the rice fields were home to egrets 
and herons, and the Kannada word used for them is Bellakki. 
Newer historians suggest that the area is named after John 
Blakiston, the British military engineer who drew up the plans 
of the Bangalore cantonment. Black Pally could also point to 
the settlements of the dark skinned natives that the British 
colonizers had come upon. Another set of records at the 
basilica state that the area was badly hit by the black plague 
and the name emerged from that.
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BLAKISTON RD.
The climate of Bangalore was salubrious and the country 
side beautiful, and after surveying the lands John Blakiston 
chose the place to set up the new cantonment. Situated a 
considerable distance from the Tipu’s fort and the native 
town of Bangalore. Blakiston prepared the plans for the 
cantonment as well as planning the layouts, building two 
regiments for European troops and five for native troops, five 
artillery establishments and a hospital for soldiers. Located 
near the Ulsoor Lake the Halasuru village provided labor for 
the European residents of the cantonment.

VICTORIA STATUE
Victoria Statue stands near St. Mark’s Cathedral and at 
the southeast entrance of Meade’s Park. It was erected 
to commemorate the memory of Queen Victoria by 
the Maharaja of Mysore. A white marble replica of the 
Worchester statue, it is eleven feet high including the plinth. 
It was created by Sir Thomas Brock and unveiled in 1906 by 
the Prince of Wales.

ALI ASKER RD.
Ali Asker was the grandfather of Mirza Ismail who imported 
horses from Iran. GOSHA HOSPITAL

This hospital was specially intended for Gosha ladies (purdah 
observing Muslim women). It was built by Sir Ismail Sait. It 
was opened in 1925. It is situated southwest of Tasker Town. 
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CAVALRY RD. / INFANTRY RD. / ARTILLERY RD. /
BRIGADE RD.
The names of many of the cantonment’s streets are derived 
from military nomenclature such as Artillery Road, Brigade 
Road, Infantry Road and Cavalry Road. Brigade Road and 
Infantry Road being in the main city area have transformed 
into vibrant street with pubs lining either side of the road.

ST. MARY’S BASILICA
The oldest church in Bangalore, it was established in 1803 
by Fr. Abbe du Bois. He built a chapel with a thatched roof, 
which was later used as the site to erect the basilica in 1882. 
During the 19th century it was the only Roman Catholic 
Church in the civil and military area. The gothic building is 
constructed entirely of masonry and even the windows are 
made of stone. Its location in Bangalore has made it a center 
for numerous feasts and events.

COLES PARK
Located west of St. Johns Hill it is run by the municipality of 
the civil and military station. It was constructed in the 1920’s 
when the city of Bangalore had become a crowded urban area 
and needed to be infused by green parks.
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COMMERCIAL STREET   
Commercial Street was set up as a market place for the 
cantonment area. It is cheaper then Brigade Road and St. 
Mark’s Road shopping areas. One can pick up watches, 
clocks, jewelry, inks and get electroplating work done at 
Saliah’s Warehouse. The old time general and wine merchant 
was C.V. Pyneandy Chetty & Son, and the shop stands as a 
heritage building and a family run business. Sports goods can 
be found at The Best House, which sells cricket bats, hockey 
sticks and imported Duke & Son cricket and hockey balls. 
The factory is located at Sialkot city and they have a branch 
in Colombo, Sri Lanka. The firm of B. Sreeramulu Chetty & 
Sons is said to be one of the oldest in the city and is dedicated 
to wine merchants. The English Emporium at Mysore Hall 
opposite Commercial Street sells hosiery, shoes, postcards of 
Bangalore and surrounding areas. If one needs a monocle or a 
pair of spectacles or even musical instruments, one can step 
into V.M. Jaganath & brothers, Consulting Opticians.

BRAITHWAITE GARDENS
Colonel Braithwaite, a member of the British Army won the 
battle against Tipu Sultan in 1782. His troops administered 
plenty of damage to the native soldiers in Tanjore. This battle 
was crucial for the British takeover of South India.

EUCALYPTUS PLANTATION
Eucalypt has a long history in India. It was first planted 
around 1760 by Hyder Ali, the ruler of Mysore, in his palace 
gardens. Subsequently it spread to city center in Bangalore 
and Lal Bagh and was picked up by the British for large-scale 
plantations. In modern day Bangalore the plantations exist on 
the suburbs as well as to the south in Nandi Hills.
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THOMAS TOWN
Sir Thomas Brock was an English sculptor who created the 
Victoria statue at Meade’s Park.

REGAL COMMERCIAL CENTER
The Regal Commercial Center was a huge project undertaken 
by the British government in Bangalore. It was meant to serve 
as the central administrative stronghold for South India. A 
planning committee was set up headed by Richard Sankey. 
The villages in the area were acquired under the directive of 
the British Cantonment Expansion and the settlements were 
shifted towards the Petta area. The layout was modified by 
Richard Sankey in 1889 and the project was completed in 
1909. It became the new hub of the Bangalore cantonment 
and many businesses shifted from other parts to the new 
Regal Commercial Center. It has a central park with a large 
bandstand where the military band plays every Wednesday 
evening. The circus has large arcades and shops dot the entire 
circle, with restaurants and cafes in between. Numerous 
government offices are based in the Outer Circus. The center 
is surrounded by residential bungalows to the northwest, 
which are mainly occupied by families of European descent. 
The inside-most road of the center is pedestrian and is a hub 
of activity in the evenings and especially on weekends. Lots of 
modern stores and outlets have opened up as of the last ten 
years in prime spots around the circus. The other ring houses 
countless pubs, which were famously visited by the Sappers.
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SAPPERS PRACTICE GROUNDS
The Royal Engineers, commonly known as the Sappers, is 
one of the corps of the army. The Madras Sappers came to 
Bangalore in 1834. From battles in Egypt in the early 17th 
century to the Anglo-Mysore battles, Sappers have 
developed an extensive system of traditions. They made 
Bangalore a prominent city, in World War I and II when 
sappers invented the Bangalore Torpedo. The Madras Sappers 
were composed of soldiers mostly from South India and the 
men were referred to as ‘thambi’ (younger brother in Tamil). 
The sappers’ headgear is a gift from the Cheshire regiment 
during the battle of Meenee in 1743, and they have since 
retained the headgear.

MAROCHETTI RD.     
Baron Carlo Marochetti was an Italian-born French sculptor. 
He is known for the equestrian statue of Sir Mark Cubbon.
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CANNING STREET
Charles John Canning was an English statesman and 
Governor General of India during the Indian rebellion of 1857.

GAZETTEER RD.
A gazetteer is a geographical dictionary or directory used in 
conjunction with a map or atlas. The British government was 
famous for its extensive land and population survey systems. 
The Gazetteer Records Office buildings stands on this road 
and holds old documents and manuscripts pertaining to 
Bangalore.

CENTER MEMORIAL STATUE
The city center has a Memorial Statue in honor of Eyre 
Coote and Hector Munro. They were the main personalities 
responsible for the Anglo-Mysore victory. It was built in 1809 
by John Blakiston. The statue portrays the two men sitting on 
horses and facing two different directions, which would later 
become the points of expansion for the British government; 
the Regal Commercial Center and the Central Administrative 
Center.
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RAF MUSEUM
The Royal Air Force museum consists of a singular building 
and two hangars dedicated to the history of aviation and the 
British Royal Air Force. It houses planes, aerial weaponry and 
other artifacts that were produced in Bangalore for the British 
army during the First and Second World Wars.

CENTRAL ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES
The Central Administrative Offices were set up by the British 
government in 1910 after the radial cantonment center was 
built. The administrative offices house the military library, 
which contain records of the British era in Bangalore and 
much of South India. The library is only open to military 
personnel and their families, though special permissions are 
given out often on request. The center has the main Star 
Fort, which is based on the designs of European fortifications. 
Though when the fort was constructed the battle for Mysore 
and Bangalore had long been over and the fort was built 
without a care for fortifications and actual purpose, but rather 
a symbol for the height of the power for the British in South 
India. Of the Star Fort, only the wall has been renovated 
and maintained, the inner buildings have been transformed 
into government offices though the outer structure of the 
buildings still portray glimpses of the formidable empire.
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CANTONMENT EXTENSION
The Cantonment Extensions were laid out in 1863 after the 
original cantonment area became insufficient for the growing 
population. Sir Richard Sankey laid out the designs for the 
extension. It became the residential area for the elite, and had 
large bungalows with lawns running around each building. It 
was used by the itinerant servants of the British government. 
The bungalows in this area are famous for the narrow alleys 
that run through and between the bungalows, which were 
used by the cleaners at night to remove the ‘night soil’ from 
the premises. Many of these roads have now been privatized 
or sealed off for security reasons.

MYSORE RESIDENCE
The Mysore Residence was built for the Wodeyar family of 
Mysore who were placed as the regents for the kingdom 
of Mysore. The family is responsible for administration of 
Mysore as well as handling and managing certain districts 
of Bangalore. They were meant to be mere puppets for the 
British government but with time their power and respect 
among the locals grew which forced the British government 
to officially grant the family ownership of certain lands in 
Bangalore city and Mysore.
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NIZAMS RESIDENCE
The Nizam’s Residence is a large bungalow in the periphery of 
the Central Administrative Offices. The building was erected 
for the residence of the Nizam of Hyderabad who had assisted 
the British Empire in the second Anglo-Mysore war.
After independence it was transformed into a museum and 
library. The museum allows you to view the residence of the 
Nizam unchanged, with his books, wardrobe and so on 
being a part of the display.

BRITISH CEMETERY
The British Cemetery in Agram, close to the Queen’s 
District, was created in 1832. The cemetery was for exclusive 
use of the British and European civil servants and their family 
members till the end of the nineteenth century. In 1903 
it became the official burial grounds for Indian privateers, 
soldiers and even administrative folk serving the British 
government. A famous tombstone tells the tale of a native 
privateer. In 1900 right after the epidemic, the Army had 
sent out a directive disallowing all military servants from 
drinking water, and instead consuming light ale to prevent 
sickness. The privateer disobeyed orders by drinking water 
and was disciplined through execution. The cemetary is also 
famous for its ornate marble and granite tomb stones and has 
small chapels within its compound, which were added over 
time by generous benefactors.
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J.M. HOLMES BUILDING
The building is the former residence of J.M. Holmes who was 
part of the group of people who approved the formation of 
a race club in the city. The building is a specimen of classic 
South Indian colonial architecture. It has sprawling gardens 
and monkey top roofs at the entrance. The building now 
serves as a store for old records of the Bangalore Turf Club, 
and as a member only clubhouse.

KRUMBIEGEL HORTICULTURAL INSTITUTE
Gustav Hermann Krumbiegel was a German botanist and 
garden designer best known for his work at the Lal Bagh 
Botanical Gardens and for planning the flowering avenues of 
Bangalore. The Horticultural Institute was established in 1960 
in honor of his service to the city.
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SOUTH PARADE
The Parade Grounds span the Cantonment area and were 
used originally as practice and event grounds. South Parade is 
now famous for its bars and restaurants with Black Pally being 

a trendy shopping area. The settlements adjacent to the 
South Parade are known as Mootocherry because in the 19th 
century they were occupied by Tamil settlers from the north 
Arcot and south Arcot districts of Tamil Nadu. 

ULSOOR LAKE
Ulsoor Lake is one of the many tanks that were created 
by Kempe Gowda II during his reign of the area. The 
village of Bangalore was gifted to Kempe Gowda by the 
Vijaynagara Empire. The tank was built in the 16th century 
by his successor to take advantage of the natural drainage 
and climate. The Lake was restored in 1794 by the British 
soldiers encamped in the area. Next to the lake was a park on 
Kensington Road. License for fishing in Ulsoor Tank and other 
tanks in the station can be obtained from the municipality on 
payment. 

GEORGE BARLOW RD.
Sir George Barlow served as acting Governor General of 
India from the death of lord Cornwallis in 1805 until the 
arrival of Lord Minto in 1807. He is known for being the only 
Governor General who diminished the area of the British 
territory; subsequently he became the governor of Madras, 
where his lack of tact caused a mutiny of officers in 1809. 
He was recalled in 1812. The road was named after him as his 
Bangalore residence was situated there.
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HOYSALA NAGAR
In the year 1120 AD, the Hoysala king, Veera Ballala ruled 
the Deccan plateau. The story goes that one day, while on a 
hunting trip in the forest, he lost his way. After a long search 
he met an old lady who offered him shelter for the night and 
served him some boiled beans for dinner. To show his gratitude 
to this lady for having saved his life, the king constructed a 
town and named it Benda Kalooru, which means “The Town of 
Boiled Beans”. Later in 1537, a local chieftain, Kempe Gowda 
helped re-design this town and give it its modern shape.

MAYO HALL
Mayo Hall was commissioned in 1875 and completed in 
1883. It’s named after Richard Bourke, the fourth Viceroy of 
India and sixth Earl of Mayo, who was assassinated in 1872. 
The building was furnished with Italian chandeliers, ornate 
furniture, architrave, pediment windows, key stoned arches, 
balustrade ledges, consoles, Greek cornices, Tuscan columns 
and wooden floors. It now houses the numerous departments 
of the BBMP (Bangalore Mahanagara Palike).
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RICHMOND TOWN
Richmond Town was one of the earliest southern suburbs 
of Bangalore, which existed outside of the cantonment’s 
limits. The town served as a buffer zone between the native 
Bangalore town and the cantonment area. In those days the 
entry and exit between the two areas was strictly monitored 
through the use of identification and travel documents.

LANGFORD GARDENS
The Langford Gardens were established further south, ahead 
of Richmond Town. The garden belt between the native and 
European settlements was an integral part of the early years 
of the cantonment. Langford Town became populated much 
later as the city expanded.

CASH PHARMACY
Established by a British gentleman named Cash in the year 
1908 it was used as a landmark because of its strong 
colonial architecture and red brick facade, which made 
it stand out in the area.
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MYRTLE LANE / HEPBURN RD. / NORRIS RD. 
Myrtle Lane houses a large number of colonial bungalows as 
well as a Methodist Church. At some point, the smaller lanes 
of Richmond Town were full of British civil servants, many of 
whom decided to stay on in Bangalore. The local families are 
endowed with great historical and cultural energy.

TOCHER & TOUCHER TAXIDERMY
When shikaris were in fashion and hunting was the new trend, 
Tocher & Toucher provided the city with all its taxidermy 
needs. They allowed the band of high-end hunters to glorify 
and honor their prey. Mr. Tocher was was originally in the 
Artillery. He undertook a trip to Manchester and on return 
died in 1866 in Madras, of cholera. The entire family has 
several other ties to the East India Company, which further 
elevated the popularity of the shop in the cantonment circles. 

SNAIZE UNDERTAKER
Snaize & Co. was started in 1873. Margaret Snaize had a 
shoe business that failed miserably after which she decided to 
set up a funeral management business. Her first big client was 
the British army: she made coffins for soldiers who died 
when posted in Bangalore. Each coffin was custom built and 
single coffins were delivered within 24 hours. The business 
stayed within the family until they moved and opened a 
tea estate in Coorg.
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CHESHIRE HOMES
Captain Lord Leonard Cheshire who had served in India and 
was very fond of the country, started the Cheshire Homes 
in London around 1956 and decided to set up a home in 
Bangalore as well. In 1961, the Bangalore Cheshire Home 
began in a small rented cottage with few patients and fewer 
amenities, but with time the reputation grew and they 
expanded and moved to the current building in Agram.

CORNWALLIS RD. 
British general Charles Cornwallis was appointed in 
February 1786 to serve as Commander-in-Chief of British 
India. The second Anglo-Mysore war in 1784 had secured 
Bangalore. Cornwallis entered the city and made it a 
prominent and pivotal cog in the south Indian division of the 
East India Company. He was a strategic man with military 
leanings and he transformed the city army into a trained 
and disciplined force.
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BOWRING INSTITUTE
The Bowring Institute in Bangalore, which was founded by 
Lewis Rice in 1868, is in honor of Lewin Bentham Bowring, 
a British civil servant in India who served as Commissioner 
of Mysore between 1862 and 1870. It was the Bangalore 
Literary and Scientific Institute (BLSI) in 1868, but later 
transformed into a place for everything; from wedding parties 
to quiet evenings of whisky, card games and light gambling.

LAVELLE RD.
The road is named after Michael Lavelle, an Irish soldier 
who became wealthy through his investments in the 
Kolar Gold Fields.

COL PIERCE RD.
Named after Col. Pierce Leslie Langford whose residence was 
located on that road.
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GLASS HOUSE
The foundation stone for the Glass House, modeled on 
London’s Crystal Palace was laid on 30 November 1840 by 
Prince Albert Victor and was built by John Cameron, the then 
superintendent of Lal Bagh. The Glass House has become the 
site of horticultural interest within the city and is associated 
with the Krumbiegel Horticultural Institute.

TIPU - HYDER MUSEUM
The Tipu Sultan and Hyder Ali Museum displays the different 
weaponry and artillery that was used by their soldiers as well 
as their armor and swords, still encased in the original sheath. 
The museum has a detailed collection of the plans of Lal 
Bagh as drawn up by Hyder Ali, and correspondence the two 
men had with each other and other rulers of neighboring 
kingdoms. The museum also has a collection of literature that 
was found in the Oval Fort at Tipu’s Palace. The 
literature consists of various local books, as well as a large 
collection of classic French literature and books on 
modern warfare which seem to be translated works from 
different languages, including a French translation of the 
famed Art of War written by Sun Tzu. 

LAL BAGH
The original plans for the gardens were laid out by 
Hyder Ali, fashioned in the style of Mughal and British 
gardening techniques. The gardens were completed and 
later extended by Krumbiegel under the supervision 
of the British Municipality. 
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HUDSON MEMORIAL CHURCH
The London Mission constructed the Hudson memorial 
Church in 1904.

PLAGUE CAMP
In 1898 the plague broke out in Bangalore, which led to the 
necessity of a quarantine area, and the ‘Plague Camp’ was 
created south of Richmond Town. The epidemic caused the 
death of more than 9,000 people. The plague led to the 
development of new, better planned civilian areas. Telephone 
lines were laid out to assist and regulate the epidemic and 
new directives were set up to manage sanitation and waste 
disposal in the city. Inoculation became compulsory and 
public awareness of the disease became crucial. Travellers by 
road and rail from infected areas were inspected before being 
allowed in. They would be given a medical examination, and 
were observed for ten days. After the epidemic subsided the 
plague camp was transformed into a sanatorium and became a 
residential area for lower economic families.

HOSUR RD. CEMETERY
The Cemetery close to the Plague Camp demonstrates the 
impact of the plague in the city. It has a mass burial spot 
where the victims of the plague were buried under a 
single tombstone which states the name and age of all those 
who perished. The cemetery was maintained by the British 
Civil and Military Station and then later transferred 
to the city municipality.
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GOWRI MAHAL
Within the 40 year period when Bangalore was governed by 
the Marathas, Shahji built a palace called Gowri Mahal in the 
Basvanagudi in c.1660 AD. Much of the palace was destroyed 
during the shifts of power. What remains is the peripheral 
wall and the central building which now functions as a 
museum housing Maratha artifacts, paintings, statues and 
ornaments, which were later found during archaeological 
restorations and excavations.

BULL TEMPLE
The bull referred to in the name of the temple is a sacred 
Hindu demi-god, known as Nandi; Nandi is a close devotee 
and attendant of Shiva. Dodda Basavana Gudi is said to be the 
biggest temple to Nandi in the world.

BASVANAGUDI
In 1898 the city was wrecked by plague thought to have been 
brought into the city by a soldier coming from Madras by 
train. Seshadari Iyer designed a well-defined and structured 
plan for an extension close to the Bull Temple and named it 
Basvanagudi after the famous temple.
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VICTORIA HOSPITAL
In 1901, Victoria Hospital was established in commemoration 
of Queen Victoria of England’s diamond jubilee. 
It is a government run hospital affiliated to the Bangalore 
Medical College. 

AVENUE RD.
Avenue Road was earlier known as Doddapette. It was renown 
for its traditional trade in garments and textiles, jewelry and 
pawn brokering. Hector Munro camped in the area while 
fighting against Tipu Sultan and Hyder Ali. Avenue Road 
is a part of the trading hub in Bangalore that also includes 
Chikpette and Sultanpette. It became a center for for 
refugees from the territories of the new formed Pakistan .

OVAL FORT
Constructed by Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar, it was expanded by 
Hyder Ali in 1761. Modeled after the Mughal Fort in Sira, it 
was constructed entirely of granite.

TIPU’S PALACE
Hyder Ali started the palace within the oval fort in 1781 but 
before it could be completed the British took over the Oval 
Fort. It was finally completed under the supervision of John 
Blakiston. He retained the wooden structure of rose and teak 
wood with stonewalls. It was earlier meant to become a base 
of operations for the British in the Deccan but the location of 
the cantonment was later shifted near Ulsoor Lake.
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KEMPABUDDHI TANK
Kempe Gowda perceiving the expansion of the Petta 
built a number of lakes and ponds in and around the fort. 
Kempabuddhi is one of the oldest man made lakes in

Bangalore and an important link in the drainage system of 
the Petta area.

CHAMRAJPET
Chamrajpet was one of the first extensions that was laid out 
in the Petta area in 1892.

BINNY MILLS
Binny and Co. is a shipping, textile, banking and insurance 
firm based in the city of Madras, which founded its first 
branch in Bangalore. It was founded by John Binny as a 
clearing and forwarding agency in 1797. In Bangalore it 
managed the documentation and correspondence for the 
demands of the British Cantonment. It also set up motorbus 
service and land transportation. The Bangalore cotton, silk 
and woolen mills were set up in 1884 in the same compounds, 
which harnessed the skills of the native weavers.

PETTA WALL RD.
The Petta Wall Road was paved in 1902 after the devastation 
of the plague. The road runs along the walls of the Petta and 
enters the main Petta district though numerous gates and 
smaller pedestrian alleys. The wall was finally renovated in 
1924 after the damages of the 1784 war. The plague 
was rampant in this part of town in 1898 and new roads 
were created that ran through the main market area, 
including Avenue Road.
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PUBS 
The British Cantonment came with the strong custom of beer 
and ale drinking, which was willingly picked up the natives. 
The city as a result is now strewn with pubs that allow one to 
enter the mood of Bangalore as it was in the 1900’s. Some of 
the pubs serve industrially produced beer but there are a few 
gems that serve fresh home brewed ale. Many of the pubs 
were initially restricted for military and British administrators 
and certain native regiments, but the rule was changed in 1917 
when the pubs were made open to civilians. Many of the pubs 
are famed for their live music and English style food.
The oldest pub in the city is Quarter Pint, which was built in 
1785 and is famed to have been a favorite of Hector Munro, 
the man responsible for the victory at the siege of Bangalore. 
It is rumored that in 1786 Coote and Munro came to the 
Quarter Pint to celebrate their famed victory of 1784 and had 
to be carried home by the privateers. The incident was hushed 
up by the two men, but became somewhat of a legend.

Quarter Pint, Western Ale, Regent Circus, Persian Stallion, 
The Monarch, Black Plateau, Brew and Bush, United Brewer 
Outsourced,  Windsor Pub, Styx, High Top.
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SILVER JUBILEE PARK
The Park was built in 1927 to commemorate the Silver Jubilee 
of the reign of Maharaja Krishnaraja Wodeyar.

HAL
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited is one of Asia’s largest 
aerospace companies. It was founded in 1940.

MALLESHWARAM
This district lies to the north west of Bangalore city. It 
emerged as a suburb during the great plague of 1898, which 
had led to people moving out of the city center. 
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KING’S APPLE ORCHARD
Today’s horticulturists recall that a particular variety of apple 
called Rome Beauty was grown in and around Cox Town. It 
was a sturdy variety of apple but it has almost disappeared 
in the urbanization of Bangalore and the changing climatic 
conditions though a few select orchards are able to cultivate 
them even now. However, most of the earliest apple gardens 
vanished around 1925. The apple as such was introduced and 
propagated in Bangalore due to efforts of John Cameron, 
the curator of Lal Bagh, who in 1887 brought 17 varieties of 
apple to Bangalore. Of those the Rome Beauty proved to be 
the most resilient and adapted best to local conditions. The 
seeds and samplings were then distributed to farmers and 
owners of estates in Bangalore and Whitefield and the soggy 
area between Konankunte and Kanakapura Road. Many of the 
orchards still stand, and have helped put Bangalore among the 
top apple producing cities in the state of India, and among the 
only in South India. 
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MARI GOWDA RD.
Dr. Mari Gowda was a horticultural expert and superintendent 
of horticulture in the Mysore state in 1951.

BANASHANKARI
Banashankari is a neighborhood in south Bangalore, getting 
its name from the Banashankari Amma temple, which was 
constructed in 1915 by Subramanya Shetty.

POTTERY VILLAGE RD.
Named after the Pottery Village the district is famed for 
its ceramic works. In an excavation in 1824 in the district, 
remnants of old pottery artifacts were found dating to the 
Chola Dynasty, which are now housed in the government 
museum in Meade’s Park.
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MOOR-HOUSE BARRACKS / HARRIS BARRACKS / 
PEKIN BARRACKS                                   
              
Harris, Pekin and the Moor-House Barracks housed the 
Field Battery R.A., Field Brigade R.A. and 2nd Armored Car 
Company, and the Royal Tank Corps. The barrack buildings 
located in Agram now act as a military center, where the 
Moor-House Barracks are the central military offices, the 
Harris Barracks is now a military infirmary and the Pekin 
Barracks still serve as practice and training grounds.
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1537
Kempe Gowda I constructs the Bangalore Mud Fort and Petta, as well as several 
reservoirs in and close to the main town.
1569
Kempe Gowda I builds the 7 towers of Bangalore.
1637-38
Kempe Gowda III surrenders the fort to Ramadulla Khan and Rustam-i-Zaman, 
commanders of the Bijapur army. The town is handed over to Shahji, the Maratha 
general, predecessor and father of Shivaji.
c. 1660
Shahji builds Gowri Mahal.
1665
Shahji dies.
1687
The Mughal army under Kasim Khan, the Maratha army and the Mysore army 
under Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar simultaneously appear at Bangalore. A battle 
ensues, and finally Imperial Mughal flag is hoisted in Bangalore.
1690
Bangalore is sold to Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar. He constructs an oval shaped fort 
south of Kempe Gowda’s Mud Fort.
1704
Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar dies and is succeeded by Narasaraja Wodeyar.
1755
Maratha Peshwa army occupies Bangalore.
1758
Hyder Ali, Commander of Mysore army drives out the Marathas.
1760
Fearing being ousted by the Mysore Palace politics, Hyder Ali takes refugee and 
regroups his forces in Bangalore. He commissions Lal Bagh.

1761
Under Hyder Ali the Oval Fort is renovated in stone.
1762
Hyder Ali transforms Bangalore into a center of commercial and industrial 
importance as well as defense production.
1767-69
First Anglo-Mysore War takes place when Col. Smith of the British army besieges 
Bangalore.
1769
The First Anglo-Mysore War comes to an end when Hyder Ali and the East India 
Company sign a treaty of mutual defense in Madras.
1778
Hector Munro takes command of the Madras army.
1780-84
Second Anglo-Mysore War commences, and Bangalore is transformed into a large 
military camp. Hyder Ali embittered by the lack of respect by the British of the 
earlier treaty enters into a battle in alliance with the French.
1781
Hyder Ali begins palace construction.
Lieutenant general Sir Eyre Coote attacks Hyder Ali and wins the battle at Porto 
Novo and Pollilur.
1782
Hyder Ali had suffers from a cancerous growth on his back and dies later that year 
in his camp. Tipu Sultan is defeated by the British Col. Braithwaite at Anagundi 
near Tanjore.
1783
The British capture Mangalore in March 1783. Tipu brought his main army over but 
they were unable to regain control of the city and retreated.
1784
The war ends and Tipu Sultan is sent to exile from the state of Mysore.
The British troops enter and camp in the Oval Fort.
1785
The pub, Quarter Pint is founded as a cart based vendor outlet, selling supplies 
from Madras.
1786
Charles Cornwallis becomes is appointed as Commander-in-Chief of British India.

DETAILED
TIMELINE
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Sir Eyre Coote dies in Madras.
1788
Hector Munro returns to Scotland.
1789
John Blakiston lays out plans for the Cantonment in Bangalore near Ulsoor Lake.
1791
Tipu’s Palace is completed under the supervision of John Blakiston.
1794
Ulsoor Lake is restored by the British soldiers.
1800
The General Post Office is founded.
1803
Fr. Abbe Du Bois establishes the first chapel in Bangalore.
Runner postal line is established between Bangalore, Madras and Bombay.
1808
St. Marks Cathedral is built.
1809
The Center Memorial statue is built by John Blakiston.
1812
Governor General Sir George Barlow is recalled.
1824
Excavations at Pottery Village; Artifacts are found dating from the Chola dynasty.
1831
Alleging misrule, the British take over the administration of the Mysore kingdom.
1832
The British Cemetery is built.
1834
The Madras Sappers come to Bangalore.
1840
The Glass House is built in Lal Bagh.
1841
St. Patricks Church is built.
1848
Meade’s Park is built .
1850
The telegraph, post, and railways are introduced.

1858
Central College of Bangalore is set up.
1860
Cubbon Park is built.
1862
Rev. Garrett begins construction of the Bangalore Palace.
1863
The Cantonment Extension is laid out.
1868
Attara Kacheri building is built.
Bowring Institute is founded.
1872
Richard Bourke, Lord Mayo, is assassinated in Port Blair.
1873
Snaize Undertakers is founded.
1875
Mayo Hall is built.
1882
Sankey tank is built.
St. Mary’s Basilica is erected.
1883
Construction of Mayo Hall comes to an end.
1884
Binny Mills are established in Bangalore.
The Maharaja of Mysore buys the Bangalore Palace.
1889
Construction on the Regal Commercial Center starts.
1892
Chamrajpet extension is laid out.
1894
The Millers Building is built.
1898
Bangalore is hit by the plague which devastates large parts of the city.
1899
Seshadari Iyer lays out plans for Basvanagudi.
1901
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Hebbal, HMT watch factory, Kengeri and other suburbs become a 
part of Urban Bangalore.
Victoria Hospital is established.
1902
Bangalore becomes the first city in India to get electricity, and a Hydel electric 
power station.
1904
Ramakrishna Ashram is founded.
Hudson Memorial Church is built.
1906
Victoria Statue is unveiled.
1908
Krumbiegel becomes Director of Horticulture.
Cash Pharmacy is built.
1909
The Indian Institute of Science is set up.
The construction of the Regal Commercial Center is completed.
1910
Central Administrative Offices are set up.
1912
ITC is set up.
1915
Chamber of Commerce is established.
1921
Bangalore Turf Club is established.
1922
Coles Park is built.
1923
State Bank of Mysore headquarters are completed.
1925
Gosha Hospital is built.
1927
Russell Market is built.
Silver Jubilee Park is built.
1928
First act of communal disharmony takes place in Bangalore in Sultanpette.

1933
Thippagondanahalli reservoir dam is built. Mahatma Gandhi visits Bangalore and 
lays down the foundation stone for Harijan Hospital.
1935
The Puttanna Chetty town hall is built.
1937
Bangalore is connected by air to Bombay by the Indian Aviation Development 
Company.
1940
Bangalore Transport Company Ltd commences operations.
1942
The Quit India Movement is launched in Bangalore.
1944
Construction of the Bangalore Palace is completed.
1947
C.V. Raman founds Raman Research Institute. 
Jayachamaraja Wodeyar becomes the Governor of Mysore State.
1948
Deccan Herald is started.
1949
The Bangalore Municipal Corporation is formed.
1954
The Vidhan Soudha building is built.
1955
Bangalore gets a radio transmitter.
1956
Bangalore becomes capital of the Mysore State.
1960
Krumbiegel Horticultural Institute is established.
1961-1971
HAL, BEL, HMT, ITI are built.
Cheshire Homes are set up by Lord Leonard Cheshire.
1964
Bangalore University and the British Library are set up.
1971
Hotel Ashok opens.
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1972
ISRO is set up.
1973
Mysore State is renamed as Karnataka.
1981
Bangalore sets up a TV station.
1985
The new General Post Office is inaugurated.
1987
Bangalore introduces the ‘yellow pages’, first city in the country to do so.
1991
STPI is started.
2000
Veerappan kidnaps Rajkumar.
2004
Veerappan is killed.
2006 
The state adopts new names for cities in Karnataka:
Bangalore is re-named Bengalooru and Mysore becomes Mysooru.
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All information in this book is inspired by true events but should not be used as factual data as it has been manipulated and 
fictionalized. A detailed bibliography is listed out in the project documentation book.

This book is a part of a larger project by Surasti Kaur Puri
produced as a diploma project for

Srishti School of Art, Design and Technology
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