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Laying out of mulberry orchards followed. Tipu Sultan who
was fond of horticulture took particular interest in setting up
mulberry orchards for the manufacture of silk.
Under the various Governor Generals of France the two
countries formed an urban city to the south, bordered by
grape and mulberry fields, intersected with canals and large
avenues.

IN THE YEAR 1800 Napoleon Bonaparte sent
reinforcements to Tipu Sultan, the then ruler of Bangalore.
French troops fought alongside the combined armies of Tipu
and the Nizam and together they forced back the British
army, which retreated to Madras, thus bringing to an end the
third and last Anglo-Mysore war.
Thereafter, the French became an important player in the
political set up of South India. In Bangalore they set up their
camp near Ulsoor Lake. By 1814, they had expanded and
formed a well-guarded and planned city with canals running
through Ulsoor to Lal Bagh.
The ensuing period of peace allowed people to engage
themselves in more peaceful pursuits. Soon the French began
cultivating grapes for the production of wine.
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Bangalore developed into an urban horticultural centre of
South India under Tipu Sultan and his successors, and into a
well-administered and carefully planed city under the French
who were ably aided in their efforts by capable Indian urban
planners.
Tipu Sultan never forgot the importance of military
supremacy. He expanded the gunpowder works and lavished
lots of care and expense on his army, which under the
strict military command of the French generals became a
formidable force to be reckoned with.
The combined efforts of the House of Tipu and its allies,
the French, transformed Bangalore from a mere trade
route station into a booming city of gardens and lakes, an
amalgamation of rich Indian heritage and engaging French
customs.
5

Basvanagudi
Bibliothèque
Botanical Gardens
Bull Temple
Butchers Market
Burial Grounds

47
31
14
47
69
45

C

Detailed
Timeline

A
Abdul Khaliq Rd.
Ali Bey Rd.
Ancienne Lazar Rd.
Anne Antoine School
Attara Kacheri
Aurangzeb Rd.

Barak el Hadji Dargah

G

33
Canal Rd.
Cap of Equality Gardens 37
Chamber of Commerce 57
Church of Our Lady of the
Immaculate Conception 63
69
76 Cimetière Militaire
33
Citadel
43
Company Hotel
59
CV Raman Circle
57
24
D
71
24
72 Dar-Us-Saroor
52
55 Darya Daulat Gardens
61
25 Durrani Colony

B

E
26 Ecole d’Art Deseine
6

Jamia Masjid
F
Jayanagar
Joachim Miranda
Fakhr Un Nisa Memorial 18
Cultural Institute
Fr. Joachim Miranda Rd. 24
Français Cimetière
17
K
Freemasons Society
55

35

Garuda Gamba
Gowri Mahal
Grand Bazaar

H
Harijan Hospital
Hazrat Masjid
Hoysala Nagar
Hyder Circle

J

57

Kasim Khan Rd.
Kempe Gowda Towers
Kings’ Library
13
Krumbiegel Street
45
43

47
11
45
49

L’école Française
Lal Bagh
59
Lally Rd.
29
Louis XVI
41
Coronation Garden
18

63
11
57

L

37

M

I
Indian Institute of
Science
Infantry Lines

49
53

Maison Du Gouverneur
Maison Verte
59
March Grounds
63
Marquis De Bussy Rd.
Millers Crossing
Miranda Boulevard
7

43
11
64
70
51
57

Monneran Rd.
Mulberry Orchards
Muslim Cemetery
Musée Des
Ambassadeurs Tipus
Musée Français

N
Napoleon Rd.
Nizam Ali Khan Street
Nouveau Français
Cemetiere
Nouveau Mulberry
Plantation
Nursullah Khan Rd.

O
Old Town Hall
Oval Fort

P
Petta
Place de la Madeleine
Pondi Park
Pottery Town

61 Powder Works
14
17
R

18

35 Ramsay Park
31 Rue Akbar Ali
Rue Dervich Khan
Rue Deseine
Rue Francis Ripaud
65 Rue Hyder Ali
75 Rue Kempe Gowda
Rue St Lawrence
17

59
22
35
23
69
17
61
67

S

70
75 Seshadari Iyer
Memorial Hall
Shah Alam Avenue
Siege of Acre Nagar
73 Sigekavi Hedge
13 Srirangapattana Rd.
St Eustace Rd.
St Lazare Rd.
STPI
21
41
T
37
71
8

Taramandalpet
The Jumma Masjid
The Visvesvaraya
Industrial and
Technological Museum
Tipu Circle
Tipu Fort Rd.
Tipu’s Palace
Tope

49
43

69
51
13
13
18

U
Ulsoor Lake

17

V
67
49
25
22
23
51
51
74

Vidhan Soudha
Ville De La Poterie
Vineyards

57
39
39

W
Warehouses

41

9

LAL BAGH
The original plans for the gardens were laid out by Hyder
Ali, fashioned in the style of Mughal and French gardening
techniques. The gardens were completed and later extended
by his son and successor, Tipu Sultan. The gardens have a
large lake enclosed within the area, which provides surplus
irrigational needs for the gardens.
MAISON VERTE
The green house and conservatory located inside Lal Bagh
was designed in 1893 by a little known French architect who
worked under the pseudonym Guille. Little is known about his
life and other works. The building is designed in a minimalist
Avant Garde style with large doors and is based on practicality
and functionality.
KEMPE GOWDA TOWERS
Kempe Gowda I built seven towers that would be hailed as the
outer boundaries of his settlement and mark the frontiers of
his kingdom. Four of these towers, recognized as Protected
Heritage Monuments, now stand scattered in the modern
city, near Lal Bagh, Ulsoor Lake, Kempabuddhi Lake, and what
is now Jardins Citadelle.
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TIPU FORT RD.
This road passes through the Oval Fort at the place where the
wall was destroyed and had become dilapidated over time.
OVAL FORT
Constructed by Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar the Oval Fort was
expanded by Hyder Ali in 1761. Modeled after the Mughal
Fort in Sira, it was constructed entirely of granite.
TIPU’S PALACE
The Palace within the Oval Fort was started by Hyder Ali in
1781 and completed by Tipu in 1791. A wooden structure of
rose and teak wood with stonewalls, it is said that the wooden
logs used for construction were immersed for long periods in
the Cauvery for seasoning.
GARUDA GAMBA
Ruins of an old temple from the 16th Century. What
remains now reflects the traditional style of
Vaishnava-Hoysala temples.
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MULBERRY ORCHARDS
Tipu and Hyder Ali both were fond of gardens and orchards.
Tipu Sultan in particular engaged in the cultivation of
mulberry in order to create a silk industry in his empire and
form trade alliances. Much of the plantations still survive and
are owned by the government. Showcasing the layout of the
orchards and the irrigation channels.
BOTANICAL GARDENS
An extension of Lal Bagh Gardens and Mulberry Orchards
made by Tipu Sultan.
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ULSOOR LAKE
Ulsoor Lake is one of the many tanks that were created by
Kempe Gowda II during his reign of the area. The village of
Bangalore was gifted to Kempe Gowda by the Vijaynagara
Empire. The tank was built in the 16th century by his
successor to take advantage of the natural drainage and
climate. Tipu Sultan restored the lake in 1794 and the area
was later given to the French as a base for their operations.
MUSLIM CEMETERY
Situated in the French Quarters of Bangalore it houses the
city’s first Muslim inhabitants.
RUE HYDER ALI
Named for the statesman, soldier, ruler and patriot,
Hyder Ali.
FRANÇAIS CIMETIÈRE
On Rue Hyder Ali; The French Cemetery sits under a
canopy of gulmohars and laburnum, with aged chapels
scattered in its premises.
NOUVEAU FRANÇAIS CEMETIERE
The New French Cemetery adjacent to the March Grounds
was created in the second half of the 20th Century.
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FAKHR UN NISA MEMORIAL
This monument is in memory of Fatima Fakhr Un Nisa,
mother of Hyder Ali, wife of Fatah Muhammad, and daughter
of Mir Muin Ud Din, governor of the fort of Kadapa. The
Memorial is a granite pavilion two square meters in size with a
garden of jasmines bordering it.

HYDER CIRCLE
“Hyder Ali is of about five feet eight inches high… His
complexion is brown, as that of all Indians who expose
themselves to the air and the sun. His features are coarse, his
nose is small and turned up, his lower lip rather thick and he
wears neither bear no whiskers, contrary to the custom of the
Orientals…”
(Source: The history of Hyder Shah... by Charles Stewart)
POWDER WORKS
Tipu Sultan and Hyder Ali used this part of the Petta for the
production of powder works and rocket artillery. It was later
shifted to Taramandalpet and the old structure was converted
into a smithery.
TOPE
This area was part of the fort’s watchtower. One of Tipu’s
biggest cannons still stands there, a reminder of the great
power and prowess of Tipu Sultan and his military genius.
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PETTA
Established in 1537 by Kempe Gowda I, the Petta had roads
laid out in prominent directions and entrance gates at integral
points of the fort. Kempe Gowda called the petta “Gandu
Bhoomi”, the “land of heros.” The Petta was formed of welldefined markets with specific purposes.
DODDAPETTE
Main Market Street.
SAROVAR
Holy tanks and wells constructed within the Petta area.
ARALPETTE
Cotton Market.
AKKIPETTE
Rice Market.
BALLEPETTE
Bangles were manufactured in this area.
RAGIPETTE
Staple food of the working class, ragi, was sold in this area.
MUTYAPETTE
Pearl sellers carried on their trade in this area.
UPPARAPETTE
People of the Uppara caste lived in this area; their main
occupation was salt manufacture, and later, construction and
brick making.
KUMBARPETTE
Potters lived in this part of the town.
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SIGEKAVI HEDGE
The old Petta area was surrounded by a green belt of the
shikakai plant, which was used as a local cosmetic and food
agent. A large part of the green belt is now manicured lawns
but shikakai is still cultivated locally by the Petta residents.

RUE DESEINE
Named after the French artist Claude Andre Deseine

RUE AKBAR ALI
Akbar Ali Khan was one of the three ambassadors dispatched
to Paris by Tipu Sultan.
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SRIRANGAPATTANA RD.
The road leads to Srirangapattana City, which was the
capital of Mysore under Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan. The city
flourished as a busy trade center and commercial hub as well
as a military stronghold. Various Indo-Islamic monuments dot
the road from Bangalore to Srirangapattana.
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FR. JOACHIM MIRANDA RD.
Named after a Goan clergyman, Fr. Joachim Miranda.
DAR-US-SAROOR
The name of the town outside of the Petta area was Dar-UsSaroor, ‘Home of Happiness’, as christened by Tipu Sultan.

AURANGZEB RD.
Chikkadevaraja leased out Bangalore from Aurangzeb after its
capture in 1703 by paying 4000 gold coins and 5000 rupees
as peshkash or tribute to the Mughal Emperor.

ALI BEY RD.
Officer chosen by Hyder Ali in 1768 to lead his navy and with
whom Hyder Ali had shared his distrust of the Europeans.
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SIEGE OF ACRE NAGAR
The Siege of Acre in 1799 was a successful French siege of
the walled city of Acre, and the new residential layout was
structured in memory of the battle in 1824.
25

BARAK EL HADJI DARGAH
Barak el Hadji was a Fakir in the court of Hyder Ali and was
admired by other ministers for his loyalty and mysticism. A
constant advisor who played a strong role in the latter part of
Hyder Ali’s life. The Dargah marks the shrine built by Hyder
Ali in memory of Barak el Hadji when he died in mysterious
circumstances not far from Lal Bagh. His body was not
found, and it is said that the peepul tree that grows at the
shrine emerged from his belly and his body and soul came
to rest within the tree.
The fakir is mentioned in “The Surgeon’s Daughter”, the final
tale in the collection of stories by Sir Walter Scott (published
in 1827-28), as an “agent to Hyder Ali”.
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HAZRAT MASJID
After Hyder Ali’s accession to the throne, he wanted to
renovate a part of the palace. Three men - Hazrat Tipu
Mastan, Hazrat Manik Mastan and Hazrat Tawakkal Mastan
- came to Bangalore and joined the work force at the
construction site. The three worked during day and spent the
night in prayers. The three would not draw salaries and would
be missing on salary-day. Hyder Ali asked his commander
to enquire into the mystery. The commander learnt that the
three went after work to a mosque in the Petta and slept
there. When he went there to look for them, he saw no
laborers, but only three parts of a human body, with two
dogs standing guard over them. The commander narrated
this to Hyder, who realized instantly that the three were not
laborers but great saints. Later Tawakkal Mastan settled in
Bangalore and when Hyder Ali visited the place to grant the
saint a gift, the saint asked Hyder Ali to build a mosque. Work
on the mosque began in 1777 and was completed in 1783
by his son Tipu Sultan. The mosque still stands and is a
widely visited pilgrimage site.
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BIBLIOTHÈQUE
The French Library contains records of correspondence
and French governance in Bangalore and Pondicherry,
as well as genealogical records pertaining to the French
settlers. The Library now acts as a research institute and its
collection of over 3,000 official records and 1,500
personal correspondences is being restored and converted
into digital formats.
MUSÉE FRANÇAIS
The Museum situated near the Bibliothèque in the French
Town of Bangalore holds relics and memorabilia of the French
settlements as well as archaeological findings from the
Bangalore district, including sculptures from the Chola and
Hoysala dynasty.
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CITADEL
The Citadel was the French stronghold in Bangalore.
Construction of the Citadel began in 1801 and was completed
in 1814. The Citadel had four bastion projections and its
star shaped structure helped defend its frontiers. Though
the citadel never truly witnessed a battle it served more of
a reminder of the foothold the French had in Bangalore and
of their immense military and defense abilities. The citadel
housed a number of external buildings, including a stable,
prison, storehouses, a smithery and so on. Of these only the
stable and the prison still stand, the rest were demolished
and replaced over time. Now the fort functions as a tourist
attraction and a site for various cultural activities. It also
has a vast museum, which displays sketches and paintings
of the fort by different artists over time and replicas of the
blueprints of the fort.
CANAL RD.
The main road runs parallel to the canal connecting the two
prominent lakes of Bangalore, Ulsoor and Lal Bagh Lakes.
With small bridges at intersections it is flanked by trees on
either side.
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RUE DERVICH KHAN
Dervich Khan was one of the ambassadors to Paris in 1798.
An oil painting of him still stands in Musée Des Ambassadeurs
Tipus, painted by Mme Vigee Lebrun. The ambassador
initially did not wish to sit for the portrait but did so after an
intervention from Louis XVI who succeeded in overcoming
the Muslim ambassador’s sensibilities on the matter.
MUSÉE DES AMBASSADEURS TIPUS
The Museum of the Ambassadors of Tipu holds the artifacts
and gifts his ambassadors to Paris received in 1787 from
the various members of the court of Louis XVI and by the
monarch himself. It also preserves their travel documents and
personal chronicles.
ECOLE D’ART DESEINE
Claude Andre Deseine was a sculptor who made the bust of
Mohammed Osman Khan, one of Tipu Sultans ambassadors
in 1798. He travelled to India and established a small studio in
the countryside with a handful of disciples. On his death the
students structured it into a formal institute for learning and
practice of the arts.
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CAP OF EQUALITY GARDENS
Louis Alexis Etienne Bonvin, the then Governor General of
French India, inaugurated the Cap of Equality Gardens in
1940. The name pertains to the right to freedom and equality
as disseminated by the French Revolution.
PONDI PARK
The park was built in 1954 in commemoration of the
Independence from the French Empire and transfer of French
territories in India to the Indian Union.
LOUIS XVI CORONATION GARDEN
The gardens were privately funded and built in 1815 in
memory of Louis XVI thirty years after his coronation to
infuse French sentiment and promote French patriotism
in the city. The gardens’ construction was met with mixed
responses and came to a stop multiple times due to hostile
actions of ardent followers of the Bonaparte ideology. After
a long standstill the gardens were completed but no statue of
the king was erected.
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VINEYARDS
After the French had secured Bangalore they began to
convert the suburban farm areas into grapevine fields as they
have realized that the soil and climate are congenial for the
cultivation of grapes. With the fields emerged a small wine
industry in the mid 1800’s. The grape cultivation became
a profitable business and its commercial viability led to its
expansion and popularity. The Vineyards became an extremely
important aspect of modern Bangalore and have propelled the
city into one of the largest wine producing districts in India.
VILLE DE LA POTERIE
The Pottery Village was structured after the Old Pottery
Town north of the French quarters. This particular area was
designed under the supervision of the wife of Andre Menard
in 1952.
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PLACE DE LA MADELEINE
Madeleine Square is named after St. Madeleine of the
Catholic Church and the founder of the Society of
Sacred Heart. The square has an ornate fountain as a
central attraction and is a busy market place for second
hand goods on Sundays.
HOYSALA NAGAR
In the year 1120 AD, the Hoysala King, Veera Ballala ruled
the Deccan plateau. On a hunting trip in the forest he lost his
way. After a long search he met an old lady in the forest who
offered him shelter for the night and served him some boiled
beans for dinner. To show his gratitude to this lady for having
saved his life, the King constructed a town and named it
Benda Kalooru, which means The Town of Boiled Beans. Later
in 1537, a local chieftain, Kempe Gowda helped re-design this
town and give it its modern shape.
WAREHOUSES
Sir Arcot Narayanswamy Mudaliar, a wealthy businessman
and a noted philanthropist, owned much of this area. As an
industrious businessman he restored the existing French
storerooms and warehouses and converted them to granaries,
which stored the produce of the adjacent flourmill. Now they
function as storage for the nearby grape plantations.
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MAISON DU GOUVERNEUR
The Governor’s Mansion built in 1801 housed the Governor
General and his family. Now it is a private home owned by
the ancestors of the last governor general of French India,
Georges Escargueil.
GRAND BAZAAR
The Bazaar in the French town dates back to the early 1800’s,
but it was restructured by the French Governor General
Andre Julien, Comte Dupoy in 1819. The market is still a hub
of activity, with the covered arcade still serving as the main
center for trade of local produce and handicraft goods.
COMPANY HOTEL
Adjacent to the Maison Du Gouverneur, the Company Hotel
serves as private accommodation for visiting French notaries.
Established in 1808 the building has eighteen large sized
rooms and is blanketed by bougainvilleas and jasmine trees.
THE JUMMA MASJID
The Jumma Masjid is located near the butchers market in the
French part of the city. It was built by Abdul Quddus in the
early 19th century. It has a large prayer hall with granite pillars
and floral patterns adorning the outside walls.
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KING’S LIBRARY
The King’s Library situated close to the Oval Fort holds all
the documents and books that were part of the Hyder-Tipu
dynasty and records the growth and communications of the
city. The building still stands largely as it was and holds close
to 5000 manuscripts, letters and ledgers.
ROYAL CEMETERY / BURIAL GROUNDS
The Royal Cemetery houses the tombs for the royal families
of the Oval Fort. The tombs of Tipu Sultan and Hyder Ali
have become pilgrimage sites. The cemetery is only open to
the public on weekdays except Friday from 8 am to 3 pm.
GOWRI MAHAL
Within the 40-year period when Bangalore was governed by
the Marathas, Shahji built a palace called Gowri Mahal in the
Basvanagudi in c.1660 AD. Much of the palace was destroyed
during the shifts of power. What remains is the peripheral
wall and the central building which now functions as a
museum housing Maratha artifacts, paintings, statues and
ornaments, which were later found during archaeological
restorations and excavations.
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BULL TEMPLE
The bull referred to in the name of the temple is a sacred
Hindu demi-god, known as Nandi; Nandi is a close devotee
and attendant of Shiva. Dodda Basavana Gudi is said to be the
biggest temple to Nandi in the world.
KASIM KHAN RD.
On the 10th of July 1687, the Mughal army marched towards
and occupied Bangalore under the Mughal Commander
Kasim Khan.
BASVANAGUDI
In 1898 the city was wrecked by plague thought to have been
brought into the city by a soldier coming from Madras by
train. Seshadari Iyer designed a well-defined and structured
plan for an extension close to the Bull Temple and named it
Basvanagudi after the famous temple.
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TARAMANDALPET
English and French artisans of the greatest talents were
assembled and constantly employed in casting metal or
brass guns and the manufacture of muskets. They also made
scissors, penknives, hourglasses, etc. so that in the course
of a month, one gun and five or six muskets of the best kind
were completed. Tipu Sultan’s best manufactures were called
Taramandal (constellation).
KRUMBIEGEL STREET
Gustav Krumbiegel was a German landscape-designer and
horticulturalist. Under him Bangalore was transformed into
a ‘Blossoming City’ by planning and planting flowering trees
in such a manner that there were blooms on the city avenues
through the year.
JAMIA MASJID
Jamia Masjid, situated near the Bull Temple, is the most
impressive mosque in Bangalore. Designed by Rayyaz
Asifuddin of Hyderabad, India, it was built in 1940 with white
marble from Rajasthan and is dedicated to Tipu Sultan.
SHAH ALAM AVENUE
Shah Alam II was a Mughal Emperor. Tipu Sultan pledged
his allegiance to the Mughal Emperor and is believed to have
broken into tears on learning that the Mughal Emperor had
been blinded by his eunuch.
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TIPU CIRCLE
A souvenir brought by Tipu’s Ambassadors who travelled
to France in 1787 is a lady’s fan, the text on the reverse
proclaims, “Tipou-Saeb has remained too long unknown. Let
us share his glory, hear of his exploits and sing of his victories.”
ST. EUSTACE RD.
Named after St. Eustace, a Christian martyr and soldier saint.
MILLERS CROSSING
Site of an old brewery, the building still stands and houses
smaller cafes and bars.
ST. LAZARE RD.
Named after a busy Paris Railway Station, St. Lazare was an
important link between Bangalore and the rest of the world,
and a busy trade route and highway.

50

51

JAYANAGAR
Jayanagar is a residential and commercial neighborhood.
The foundation was laid in the year 1948. It was one of the
first planned neighborhoods in Bangalore and at the time,
the largest in Asia. It has become a high-end neighborhood
housing the wealthy and affluent of society.

DARYA DAULAT GARDENS
The Darya Daulat Gardens were modeled on the gardens of
the same name in Srirangapattana in 1797, when Bangalore
became a stronger commercial center than Srirangapattana.
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FREEMASONS SOCIETY (LODGE SINCERE AMITE)
Lodge Sincere Amite was chartered in 1787 under the French
Constitution of the Masons. It is one of the oldest buildings
that still exist under the same function; the Freemasons
Society in Bangalore was first officially formed in 1787
under the rule of Tipu Sultan. The Nawab of Carnatic,
Omdat-ul-Omra Bahadur was the first member of the
freemasons society in South India. Beyond that the route of
the freemasons into Tipu’s state is still unclear, but records
show them as being a small cult whose members were seen
congregating but never identified.
ATTARA KACHERI
The two storied building made of stone and brick and painted
red houses the high court. Attara Kacheri gets its name
from the eighteen general and revenue offices as named by
Tipu Sultan. Rao Bahadur Arcot Narayanswamy Mudaliar
supervised the construction of the building and the plans
were drawn up by the English commissioner of Mysore
when the British had a foothold in Bangalore and wished to
expand. It was later renovated under the supervision of the
French commissioner Dupleix.
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MIRANDA BOULEVARD
Named after a Goan clergyman, Fr. Joachim Miranda.
ABDUL KHALIQ RD.
The Road is named after Tipu Sultan’s Eldest son.
JOACHIM MIRANDA CULTURAL INSTITUTE
The Cultural Institute lies in the Portuguese settlement of
Bangalore close to the French quarters. Named after Fr.
Joachim Miranda of Goa who was a close friend of Hyder Ali.
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
The Chamber of Commerce also referred to in some circles as
a Board of Trade was founded in 1915.
VIDHAN SOUDHA
The seat of the state legislature of Karnataka. Constructed
in a Mysore Neo-Dravidian style, it incorporates elements
of Indo-Saracenic and traditional Dravidian styles. The
construction was completed in 1956. Inscribed in front is
“Government’s Work is God’s Work.”
LALLY RD.
Named after the French General Comte De Lally who
entered India in mid 18th century and became a part of
Hyder Ali’s Cavalry.
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RAMSAY PARK
The park adjacent to the Indian Institute of Science is in
memory and reverence to William Ramsay, the Nobel Prize
winning chemist who was an advisor to the institute.
CV RAMAN INSTITUTE
CV Raman was a prominent Indian physicist. He was awarded
a Nobel Prize in 1930 for the discovery, ‘that when light
traverses a transparent material, some of the light that is
deflected changes in wavelength’.
HARIJAN HOSPITAL
Mahatma Gandhi laid the foundation stone for the Harijan
Hospital in 1927.
INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE
It is a public institution for scientific and technological
research and higher education. In an accidental meeting
between Jamsetji Tata (founder) and Swami Vivekananda on
a ship in 1893, they discussed Tata’s plan on bringing the steel
industry to India. He later wrote to Vivekananda:
...Trust, you remember me as a fellow traveller on your voyage
from Japan to Chicago. I very much recall at this moment
your Views on the growth of the ascetic spirit in India... I
recall these ideas in connection with my scheme of Research
Institute of Science for India, of which you have doubtless
heard or read...
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DURRANI COLONY
Tipu Sultan was an advocate of the Islamic Empire and began
a correspondence with Zaman Shah Durrani the ruler of the
Afghan Durrani Empire. The two empires formed a trade
alliance as well as a political one. The Shah sent emissaries
to Bangalore. The Durrani Colony was created in order to
house the visitors and serve their needs. The houses in this
neighborhood talk of a richer and more luxurious life style and
have a stark Indo-Saracenic architectural style.
MONNERAN RD.
A French Merchant from Bangalore he accompanied Tipu’s
ambassadors to Paris in 1787.
RUE KEMPE GOWDA
A peripheral settlement of the Vijaynagara Empire, Kempe
Gowda formed his legacy in Yelahanka. His descendants later
spread it further south, and erected the Four Towers marking
the boundaries of Bangalore.
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L’ÉCOLE FRANÇAISE
The then Governor-General of French South India, Comte
Des Bassayns, set up the French School in 1830.
CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF THE IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION
The Jesuit Fathers came to the French colony of Bangalore as
missionaries in the late 1700’s. With the financial help of the
local kingdom of Hyder Ali they erected this church.
INFANTRY LINES
Now an empty maidan which hosts fairs, bazaars and
exhibitions in its vast open spaces was once the practice
grounds of the French Infantry.
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MARCH GROUNDS
Located in the center of the French Town close to the Citadel
the March Grounds were used by the French Army to exhibit
their skills and techniques on the second Sunday of every
month.

NAPOLEON RD.
Tipu Sultan and Hyder Ali had a long history with the French.
At the height of the British in South India, Tipu sent a letter
to Napoleon Bonaparte requesting reinforcements and
help. The invasion of Egypt by Napoleon had an ulterior
motive of creating a junction with Tipu against the British.
Napoleon assured the French Directory that “as soon as
he had conquered Egypt, he will establish relations with the
Indian princes and, together with them, attack the English in
their possessions.” According to a 13 February 1798 report
by Talleyrand: “Having occupied and fortified Egypt, we shall
send a force of 15,000 men from Suez to India, to join the
forces of Tipu-Sahib and drive away the English.”
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SESHADARI IYER MEMORIAL HALL
Sheshadari Iyer was an advocate who served as the Divan of
Mysore from 1883 to 1901. He is regarded by most as the
“Maker Of Modern Bangalore”. Under the slowly dissipating
power of the French and the breaking of the bourgeoisie
town limits, he marked out his territory by enterprising
undertakings. He established the Kolar Gold Fields and
Marianne Hospital and commissioned the Main Reservoir
hydel-electric power project. Seshadari Iyer had to deal with a
devastating plague, which afflicted Bangalore in 1898 and was
responsible for the decongestion of streets and reconstructing
the city in the aftermath of the plague.
RUE ST. LAWRENCE
The road is named in reverence to St. Lawrence who is
distinguished by his service for the poor.
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BUTCHERS MARKET
In the French Town, Pierre Jean Henri commissioned the
Butchers Market in 1922.
THE VISVESVARAYA INDUSTRIAL AND
TECHNOLOGICAL MUSEUM
Instituted as part of the centenary celebrations of the
engineer-statesman Sir M. Visvesvaraya.
CIMETIÈRE MILITAIRE
This Cemetery, located not far from the French Quarters was
the burial ground for the soldiers and low ranking members of
the Indo-French Army.
RUE FRANCIS RIPAUD
From one of the papers found in Tipu’s Palace, entitled
“Proceedings of a Jacobin Club…” The paper lists 59
Frenchman under the elected president, Francis Ripaud. In
his speech before the tree of liberty was planted and crowned
with a Cap of Equality, Ripaud challenged his compatriots,
“Do you swear hatred to all Kings, except Tipoo Sultaun, the
victorious, the ally of the French Republic - war against all
tyrants and love towards your country and that of Citizen
Tippoo.” The rest of the members replied “Yes! We swear
to live free or die.”
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POTTERY TOWN
Located near Kumbar Kalyani, the district is famed for its
ceramic works. In an excavation in 1824 in the district,
remnants of old pottery artifacts were found dating to the
Chola dynasty, which are now housed in Musée Français.
ANCIENNE LAZAR RD.
The old Lazar Rd. lies south west of the French Town

MARQUIS DE BUSSY RD.
Marquis De Bussy was the Governor-General to the French
colonies of Pondicherry and Bangalore from 1783 to 1785.
NOUVEAU MULBERRY PLANTATION
The Mulberry Plantation west of the French Town was created
by Abdul Khaliq, the eldest son of Tipu Sultan in 1844.
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OLD TOWN HALL
The Town Hall building in the Indian Town was commissioned
in 1953 at the onset of the transfer of power from the French
Empire to the Indian Union. It was later abandoned and
transformed into a Municipal Headquarter for the district.

ANNE ANTOINE SCHOOL
Anne Antoine was a French Naval officer and is remembered
for his heroic service to the Indo-French nation of Bangalore
and Pondicherry.
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NURSULLAH KHAN RD.
Nursullah Khan was an ambassador of Hyder Ali in Muscat
who helped establish a trading house in the city in 1776. The
main items of trade were silk worms, which Hyder Ali required
for his mulberry plantations.
NIZAM ALI KHAN STREET
Nawab Mir Nizam Ali Khan was the Nizam of Hyderabad
from 1734-1803. He entered into an alliance with Tipu Sultan
and the French State in India in 1799.

STPI
Software Technology Parks of India (STPI) is a government
run agency in India, established in 1991 under the Ministry of
Communications and Information Technology that manages
the Software Technology Park scheme.
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DETAILED
TIMELINE

1537
Kempe Gowda I constructs the Bangalore Mud Fort and Petta, as well as several
reservoirs in and close to the main town.
1569
Kempe Gowda I builds the 7 towers of Bangalore.
1637-38
Kempe Gowda III surrenders the fort to Ramadulla Khan and Rustam-i-Zaman,
commanders of the Bijapur army. The town is handed over to Shahji, the Maratha
general, predecessor and father of Shivaji.
c. 1660
Shahji builds Gowri Mahal.
1665
Shahji dies.
1687
The Mughal army under Kasim Khan, the Maratha army and the Mysore army
under Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar simultaneously appear at Bangalore. A battle
ensues, and finally Imperial Mughal flag is hoisted in Bangalore.
1690
Bangalore is sold to Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar. He constructs an oval shaped fort
south of Kempe Gowda’s Mud Fort.
1704
Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar dies and is succeeded by Narasaraja Wodeyar.
1755
Maratha Peshwa army occupies Bangalore.
1758
Hyder Ali, commander of Mysore army drives out the Marathas.
1760
Fearing being ousted by the Mysore Palace politics, Hyder Ali takes refugee and
regroups his forces in Bangalore and commissions Lal Bagh.
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1761
Under Hyder Ali the Oval Fort is renovated in stone.
1762
Hyder Ali transforms Bangalore into a center of commercial and industrial
importance, as well as defense production.
1767-69
First Anglo-Mysore War takes place when Col. Smith of the British army besieges
Bangalore.
1777
Hyder Ali begins construction of Hazrat Masjid.
1780
Second Anglo-Mysore War commences, and Bangalore is transformed into a large
military camp.
1781
Hyder Ali begins palace construction.
1782
Hyder Ali suffers from a cancerous growth on his back, and dies later that year in
his camp.
1783
Hazrat Masjid is completed under Tipu Sultan.
1784
The war ends with the signing of the Mangalore Treaty, both parties restore each
other’s land.
1787
Free Masons Society becomes officially recognized under Tipu Sultan, and their
lodge is built. Tipu Sultan sends ambassadors to Paris.
1788
Tipu Sultan begins correspondence with Zaman Shah, ruler of the Afghan Durrani
Empire.
1789
The third Anglo-Mysore War commences when the British defy the Treaty of
Mangalore by trying to gain support of the Nizam against Tipu Sultan.
1791
Tipu’s Palace is completed.
1792
The third Anglo-Mysore War ends with the signing of the Treaty of
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under whose terms Tipu Sultan surrenders two of his three sons as hostages, as well
one half of the territories of Mysore.
1793
Church of Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception is constructed.
1794
Tipu Sultan restores Ulsoor Lake.
1797
Darya Daulat Gardens are built.
1798
Napoleon Bonaparte responds to Tipu Sultan’s letter positively and promises to
send reinforcements. The fourth Anglo-Mysore War commences.
1799
Nawab Ali Khan enters into an alliance with Tipu Sultan and the French
commanders. Krishnaraja Wodeyar becomes the ruler of the Mysore Kingdom,
in alliance with Tipu Sultan. British troops besiege Srirangapattana under the
command of Arthur Wellesley, while Tipu Sultan and the Nizam hold onto and
defend Bangalore, and begin advancing toward Srirangapattana to regain control.
1800
Napoleon sends troops and reinforcements to Tipu Sultan.
Tipu Sultan presents the French military with the Hoysala Nagar area to set up
base. The French troops join the Nizam’s and Tipu’s army and drive out the British
from Mysore, Mahe and Mangalore, regaining control of the southwest regions of
the Peninsula.
1801
Maison Du Gouverneur is built.
Construction of the Citadel begins.
1808
The Company Hotel is established in the French Town.
1814
Citadel construction is completed.
1815
Louis XVI Coronation Gardens are built.
1819
The Grand Bazaar is redesigned and built by Andre Julien, the French Governor
General.
1821
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Tipu Sultan dies at the age of 71 in his summer palace. Abdul Khaliq becomes his
successor and manages his father’s kingdom.
1823
The collection for Musée Des Ambassadeurs Tipus is curated, and the main
building is constructed.
1824
Siege of Acre Nagar is laid out in honor of the French victory in 1799 in Acre.
1830
L’école Française is set up by Comte Des Bassayns.
1844
Abdul Khaliq sets up the Nouveau Mulberry Plantation.
1845
St. Yves Church is constructed.
1848
Abdul Khaliq dies and Krishnaraja Wodeyar becomes the de jure ruler of the
Bangalore – Mysore Kingdom.
1858
Central College of Bangalore is set up.
1860
The Center for Drama and Theater Arts is set up in the French Town.
1864
Musée Français is established in the French Town.
1868
Attara Kacheri building is built.
1874
Anne Antoine School is founded.
1884
Alliance Française de Paris is set up.
1893
Maison Verte is built in Lal Bagh.
1898
Bangalore is hit byt a devastating plague.
1899
Seshadari Iyer lays out the plans for Basvanagudi.
1901
Hebbal, HMT watch factory, Kengeri and other suburbs become a part of urban
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Bangalore.
1902
Bangalore becomes the first city in India to get electricity, and a hydel electric
power station.
1904
Ramakrishna Ashram is founded.
1905
Bougainville Theatre is established.
1908
Krumbiegel becomes Director of Horticulture.
1909
The Indian Institute of Science is set up.
1912
ITC is set up
1915
Chamber of Commerce is established.
1918
The French Carnival is celebrated in the French town through the days between
Sunday of Epiphany and Ash Wednesday.
1922
Pierre James Henri commissions the Butchers Market to be built.
1923
State Bank of Mysore headquarters are completed.
1928
First act of communal disharmony takes place in Bangalore in Sultanpette.
1933
Thippagondanahalli reservoir dam is built. Mahatma Gandhi visits Bangalore and
lays down the foundation stone for Harijan Hospital.
1935
The Puttanna Chetty town hall is built.
1937
Bangalore is connected by air to Bombay by the Indian Aviation Development
Company.
1940
Bangalore Transport Company Ltd commences operations.
1942
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The Quit India Movement is launched in Bangalore.
1947
C.V. Raman founds Raman Research Institute.
Jayachamaraja Wodeyar becomes the Governor of Mysore State.
1948
Deccan Herald is started.
1949
The Bangalore Municipal Corporation is formed.
1952
Ville De La Poterie is designed under the supervision of the wife of Andre Menard.
1954
The Vidhan Soudha building is built.
1955
Bangalore gets a radio transmitter.
1956
Bangalore becomes capital of the Mysore State.
1961-1971
HAL, BEL, HMT, ITI are built.
1964
Bangalore University and the British Library are set up.
1971
Hotel Ashok opens.
1972
ISRO is set up.
1973
Mysore State is renamed as Karnataka.
1981
Bangalore sets up TV station.
1985
The new General Post Office is inaugurated.
1987
Bangalore introduces the ‘yellow pages’, first city in the country to do so.
1991
STPI is started.
2000
Veerappan kidnaps Rajkumar.
81

2004
Veerappan is killed.
2006
The state adopts new names for cities in Karnataka:
Bangalore is re-named Bengalooru and Mysore becomes Mysooru.
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This book is a part of a larger project by Surasti Kaur Puri
produced as a diploma project for
Srishti School of Art, Design and Technology
All information in this book is inspired by true events but should not be used as factual data as it has been manipulated and
fictionalized. A detailed bibliography is listed out in the project documentation book.
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